miſters 
In and about Lon DSA. 


Formerly called 


PRESBYTERIAN. 


AND 


_ CONGREGATIONAL. 
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E. deavours for an Agreement among Elriſtians mill be grievs 


| 
| 
| | ous to none.who deſire the flouriſhing State of Chrifianity it "i 
Fel. The Succeſraf theſe attempts amongſt. us, \ maſt;be aſcribed . \ > 
70 4 Preſence of God ſa fignal, 45 matt: be conctaled; and ſeems a 
| hopeful Pledge of further Bleſcrugs, Satin Mt SRV 
. The favour of our Rulers in thepreſent eſtabliſhed Liberty, we 
I woſt thankfully acknowledge ;, and 18 Them we are fiudious to ap- 
prove our [elves is the whe of this Affair. Therefore we Declare 
| ap 4inft intermealing with the National Church-Form: Tmpofing 
| theſe Terms of Agreement on others, is diſclaimed: All pretence 
| 40 Coercive Power, is 48 un[uitable to our Principles, as to our Cir- 
| cumſtances: Excommunication it ſelf in our reſpettive Churches, 
bring no other than 4 declaring ſach ſcandalaus Members as are ir- 
reclaimable, to be 1 cpaRie of Communion with a in things pecu. 
liar to Vifible Believers : And in all, weexpreſly determine oor 
purpoſe, to the maintaining of Harmony and Love among our 
} 


| - ſelves, and preventing the inconventencies which humane weak- 
; meſs maay expoſe ta in ow #{e.of this Eilert. 
k "The general toncurrence of Mtntiter; aud People in this City, 
and the great diſpoſition thereto in other places, perſmade ns thit 
| ' happy Work is undertaken in a ſealon deſigned for ſuch Divine i 
|  Puences, as will evercome all impediments ig Peat, and convince 
| of that Agreement, which has been [mays r #555m; 4 goed de- 
— "on; tho neither to our [elves nor others ſo evident, 4s hereby it is 
| vom acknowledged, ; NE LOSES 
Feed thereany Arguments to recommend this Union ? Is not 
> this what we all have prayed for, and Providence by the directeſt 
6 | ' indications hath been long calling and diſpoſing us to] can either 
Zeal for God. or prudent Tegaras 10 our ſelves remifily ſuggeſt it? 
ſeing the -Blefings thereof are ſo important, and when it's be- 2 
come in ſo many reſpects even abſolutely nec [ary © eſpecially as 
nit may conauce tothe preſervation of the Protetant Religion, and 
the Kingdoms Meal; 4 1 whereto, ſhall always govers. 
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The Prague: wothel Reader, 


all other who are duly deere for ational Blefings, 


Ar theje confpdcr render 5 Agreement defirable, [0 they 
equally ange 4 matt hf care « vapor nt of ** fo diffetnee 
it, Of Sears the gon $ thereof, 


3 4 Abilities 4 77 to 4 concurrence wit h 


Ae gut we to 
via Ri .herefore X's" ese , &, 3} forBe; {4 


«ar, con- 


demning and 4; [puting thoſe differen't. ſentiments and practices we 
baveexpreſfty a ed for: To redbce al d;finguifhin ine che 4 


that: of United Brethren - To emit no wncharitable [calouf 

er 68pfor jon? ſpeeches ; much left. any dehatts, ae 

moß favoured by this Agreement. © Sul tab Yogards 155 7 
ſmalt moment with us, who herein have afed maus lefs accurate, 
that neither fide might in their vurims conceptions about i 7 
watters be contradickes, mhen in all fuß Hamlals we are 

one wind; and from this time hope More pe rfeetHy i to reſo nee 1 
the. Honour, S, ane Snereſy _ cath 2 as: aur con men 


That we 43 United, may comtribete o ae, to Fav great con- 


cernments of onr Redeemer, its muioally reſolved, "Foo "mill a 4 f 
each other with our Labivirs, and met und toufu W with 
Ka ſhadow of feparati'vr ii ar hint Parties? e we Joyfally ex- 
gras h ẽ,men in Light and Tove, through the mite 
abandant* ſupplies of che: d; bring. well Jure we herein 
fer ve b Prince of Peace, of the i r N QGovan- 
card Pot, dere wal de vo en, I 


Ad rd e 
"This Agreement Is already 80 to "_ 
above Foyrſcore Miniſters, aud the 

Preface 1 ee of. 
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| Adented to by the 


United Miniſters, 0H R ay 


The 7 N Heads of Ag greement have been Refole « » byte 
United Miniſters iz and about London, formerly called | 1 — 
terian and Congregational; not as a Meaſwre for any National 
Conſtitution, but forthe. Preſervation Order in our Conęrega- 

Hows thas cannot come up to the Common Rule by Lew — 


3 F, Of Churches and C Church-Members. 


E Acknowledge: our Lord. Jeſus Chriſt. 1 


one Cat holia Church, or K iugdom,. comet Y 
hending all that are united to him, whetherim 7 . 


Heaven or Earth, And do conceive the whole e vi 
ſible Belieyers, and their Inſant: Seed (commonly . the 


CatbolickChurch') to belong to Clriſt's.Spiritnel Kingdowinthis, 
world: But forthe notion ofa Cathulick Fiſuble Church bere, as; 
it fi ignifies its having been colled ed into any formed Socieyy, un- 
der a viſible humane Head on Earth, wheiher one perſon ing y, 


or many collectively, We, with the reſt of the. Frotebamaghſian | 


nimouſly diſclaim it. e 
2. We agree, That particular Societies of viſible Saints, who 

under Chriſt their Head, are ſtatedly joyned together ing, wh 

nary Communion with one another, in all the 5 af ©} 

Chriſt, are particular Churches, and are to be owned by ea 


0 cher, as Inſtituted Churches of Chriſt, tho differing j in anpter 


beiten, and practice in ſome leſſer things. 1 

3. That none ſhall be admitted as Members, in order to Com- -» 
munion in all. the'ſpeeial Ordinances; of the Goſpel,. but ſuchk 
perſons as are knowing and found in the fundamental Doctrines 


of the Chriſtian Religion, without Scandal in their Lives, and; 8 4 ; 
to a Vasen eee 4 the VVord of God); are ri 
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= > ( 2) 15 
vvifſjible Godlineſs and Honeſty; erediby profeſſing cordial ſub- 
; jeRion to Jeſus Chriſt, : | 85 

4. A competent Number of ſuch viſible Saints ( as before 
deſcribed ) do become the capable Subjects of ſtated Commu- 
nion in all the ſpecial Ordinances of Chriſt upon their mutual des 
clared conſent and agreement, 10 walk together therein according 
to Goſpels Rule, In which declaration, differerent degrees of 
Explicitezeſs,ſhall no no way hinder ſuch Churches from own- 
ing each other, as In Fituted Churches. 

5. Tho Parochial Bonnds be not of Divine Right, yet for 
common Edification, the Members of a particular Church ought 
( as much as conveniently may be ) to live near one another. 

6. That each particular Church hath Right to chule their 
own Officers; and being furniſhed with ſuch as are duly qugliff.” 
ed and ordained according to the GoſpebRule, hath'Auttiority 5 
from Chriſt for exerciſing Government, and of enjoying all the | 
Ordinances of Worſhip within it (elf. 

7. In the Adminiſtration of Church Power, it belongs to 
the Peffors and other Eldersof every particular Church ( if ſuch | 

there be) to Rule & Govern and to the Brotherhood to 7 
Conſent, according to the Rule of the Goſpel. | 

8. That all Profe ſſors as before deſcribed, are bound in duty, | 
as they have opportunity , to join themſelves as fixed Members , 
of ſome particular Church; their thus joining , being part of 
their pr ofeſſed ſubjection to the Goſpel of Chriſt , and an inſtitu- 
ted means of their Eſtabliſhment and Editication ; whereby they 
are under the Paiforel Care, and in caſe of ſcandalous or of 


2 OY oe ˙ „„ 


5 

. Vene ; 

foe walking, may be Authoritatively Admoniſhed or Cenſ:ired \ 
fortheir recovery, and for vindication of the Truth , and the | 
Ehurch profeſſing it. N ee ee 
9. That a: i ſibie Profeſſor thus joined to a particular Chur <, 
ought to continue ſtedfaitly with the ſaid Church; and not for- | 


g ſake che Mimifſtry and Ordinances there * fed , without an 
+ orderly- ſceking' a tecommendation untò, another Church; 
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Which ought to be given, when the caſe of the perſon ap: 


parently requires it. | 
OE” Il. of the Miniſtry, | | 
I. XXY E agree, That the Miniſterial office is inſtituted by 
JG " Jeſus Chrift, for the Gathering, Guiding, Fdity- 
ing, and Governing of his Church; and to continue to the end 
the World. | 
2+ They who are called to this Office, ought to be endued 
with competent Learzing , and Miniſterial Gifts , as allo with 
the Grace of God, ſound in Judgment, not Novices in the Faith 
and Knowledge of the Soſpel; without ſcandal, of holy Con- 
verſation, and ſuch as devote themſelves to the Work and Ser- 
vice thereof. | 
3- Thit ordinarly none ſhall be Ordained to the Work of 


this Miniſtry , but ſuch as are called and choſer thereunto by a 


particular Church. | 
4. That in ſo great and weighty a matter, as the calling and 
chufing a Pei7o7, we judge it ordinarly requifit, That every 
(ach Church conſult: and adviſe with the Paſtors of Neighbour- 


1ng Congregations. 


5. That after*fach Advice, the Perſon conſulted about, be: 


ing choſen by the Brotherhood of that particular Church, over 
which he is to be ſet, and he accepting, be duly ordained,” and 
ſet apart to his Office over them; wherein tis ordinarly requiſite; 


That che Paſtors of Neighbouring Congregations ' concur with | 


the Preeching-Blder , or Elders, if ſuch there be. 

6. That | whereas ſuch Ordination is only intended for ſuch as 
never-before had been ordained e dts Thy 
jadge;"thatin the'caſe alſo ofthe removal of one formerly &+- 


rained toa tei Station, or Paſtoral Charge,” there ought'to be 


a like Solemn recomending him and his Labours ts the Grate 
and Bleſſing of God; no'different'Sentiments or Practice heres: 
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occaſion of Contention or Breach of communion. | 4 | 


7. It is expedient , that they who enter on the work of 
Preaching the Goſpel, be not only qualified for Communion of | 
Saints 3 but alſo that, except in caſes extraordinary, they give . 
proof of their Gifts and fitneſt for the Gd work, unto the Paſtors 
of Churches of kzows abilities, to diſcern and judge e their us 
lificatjons ; That they may be ſent forth with Solemn ob · 
tion and Prayer; which we judge needful , that no doubt may 
remain concerning their being Called to the work; and for pre- 
venting, { as much as in us lieth) Ignorant and raſh Intyuders. 


I1I.. of Cenfures ' a 
J. A* it cannot be avoided. but that in thepure# Churches <| 


on Earth, there will ſometimes Offence and Scandels 
ariſe, by reaſon of Hypocriſie and prevailing corruption; ſo Chriſt 
bath made it the Duty of every Church, to reform it ſelf by 
Spiritual Remedies, appointed. by him to be applied in all ſuch - 
Caſes z viz, Adwonition, and Excommunication 3 

2, Admonition, being the rebuking of an O ffendiag Member, |. 
in order to conviction , is in caſt of private offences ta be perfor⸗- 
med, according to the Rule in Mat, 18 2. 15, 46% 17-; And 
in caſe of Public offences, openly before the (church, ag the Ho- 
nour of the Goſpel, and nature of the. Scandal (hall require: And 
if either of the Ad monitiuns take place for the: recovery.of the 
Fallen Perſon, all further proceedings iu a way af cenſure, are 
thereon to ceaſe, and ſati faction to be declared accordingly.. - 
3. When all due means are ufed, according to the order of * 
the Goſpel, for the reſtoring an offending and ſcandalous Bro- | 


5 


ther 3 and he notwithſtanding remains Impenitent, the Cenſure 
of Excamampicstion ia to be: proceeded: wes Wheseidche 
Pagan and other Elders. ( if there be ſuck). fare tꝶ dead 
go before. the Church znd the Brother-heog tor givethelr | 


ina way af abedience unte Chriſi, and uata tbe Eb | 
dam, as quer them in tha L ll... wn bs, | 
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not otherwiſe Scandalous, may ſinfully withdraw, and divide 


himſelf from the Communion of the Church, to which he be- 


longeth : In which caſe, when all due means for the reducing 
him, prove ineffectual, he having hereby cut himſelf off from 
that Church Communion; the Church may juſtly eſteem, and 


declare it ſelf diſcharged of any further inipection over him. 


. IV. Of Communion of Churches. | 
WI Agree, that Particular Churches ought not to walk 
ſo diſtinct and ſeparate from each other, as not to have 
care and tenderneſs towards one another, But their Paſtors 
ought. to have frequent meetings together, that by mutual 
Advice, Support, Encouragement, and Brotherly intercourſe, 
they may ſtrengthen the hearts and hands of each other, in the 
ways of the Lord, | 
2; That none of our particular Churches ſhall be ſubordinat 
to one another; each being endued with equality of Power 
from Jeſus Chriſt, And that none of the ſaid particular Church- 
es, their Officer, or Officers, ſhall exerciſe any Power, or 
have any Superiority over any other Church, or their O ficers, 
3. That known Members of particular Churches, conſti- 
tuted as aforeſaid, may have occafional Communion with one 
another in the Ordinances of the Goſpel, viz, the Word, Prayer, 
Sacraments, Singing Pſalms , diſpenſed according to the 
mind of Chriſt: Ualeſs that Church, with which they deſire 
Communion, hath any juſt exception againſt them. 
4. That we ought not to admit any one to be a Member 
of our reſpective Congregations, that hath joyned himſelf to 
another, without endeavours of mutual Satisfaction of the 


Congregations concerned. 


J. That one Church ought not to blame the Proceedings 
of another, until it hath heard what that Church charged 
its Elders, or Meſlengers, can ſay in vindication of them» 
(elves, from any charge of Irregular or Injurious Proce ding 
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4. It may ſometimes come to paſs, that a Church · Member, 


7 7 
7 Mw 
. 
4 
5 
3 0 
= ne: þ 


- > 
> "0 
< * $ x, I 4 


5 n 

> 4 in ICS 

4. it - : 7 
< A 7 


6. That we are moſt willing and ready to give an gc» 


count of our Church Proceedings to each other, when de- 


fired ; for preventing or removing any, offences that may ariſe 


among us. Likewiſe we ſhall be ready to give the right 


hand of fellowſhip, and walk together according to the Go- 


ſpel-Rules of Communion of Churches. 


| v. Of Deacons and Ruling Elders. 
| E agree, The Office of a Deacon is of Divine Ap- 
W pointment, and that it belongs to their Office to re- 
ceive, lay out, and diſtribute the Churches Stock to its pro- 
per uſes, by the direction of the Paſtor, and the Brethren, if 
need be. And whereas divers are of opinion , That there is 
alſo the Office of Ruling Elders, who labour not in Word and 


difference make no breach among us. 
VI. Of Occefional Meetings of Migiiters, 8c. 
XJ E agree, That in order to concord, and in any 


LY 


and according to the mind of Chriſt, that the Miniſters of ſe- 
veral Churches be confalted and adviſed with about fuch 
Matters. 5 

2. That ſuch Meetings may conſiſt of ſmaller or greater 
Numbers, as the Matter ſhall require. | 

3. Thar particular Churches, their reſpective Elders, and 
Membere, ought to have a reverential regard to their judge- 
ment ſo given, and not diſſent therefrom , without apparent 
grounds from the word of God. 


VII. Of our Demeanour towards the Civil Magiſtrat. 


1. VF E do reckon ourſelves. obliged, continually to pray 
3 for God's Protection, Guidance, and Bleſſing u- 
pon the Rulers ſet over us. | 

+. . 2, That 
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Vos rine; and others think othetwiſe; We agree, That this 


other weighty and difficult caſes, it is needſful, 
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2. That we ought to yield unt 


| fairs and the ſtate of our Congregations, we ſhall moſt readi- 
"ly expreſs all dutiful regard to them herein. 


VIII. of 4 Confeſſion of Faith. 


ters of Faith, we eſteem it ſufficient, That a Church ac- 


1 fect, and only Rule of Faith and Practice; and owne either the 


Church of England, or the Confeſſion, or Catechiſms, Shorter 
or Larger, compiled by the Aſſembly at Weſtminſter , or the 


- Kule. | 


IX. Of our Duty and Deportment towards them, that are not: 
in Communion with us. 4 
1. X XE judge it our duty to bear a Chriſtian Reſped& to all: 
|; {Y Chrittians, according to their ſeveral Ranks and Sta- 
tions, that are not of our Pertwaſion or Cmmunion. 
2. As for ſuch as may be ignorant of the Principles of the 


ſe reſpective Places, as they give us opportunity, endeavour to. 
= explain to them, the Doctrine of Life and Salvation, and to 
. our uttermoſt perſwade them to be reconciled to Gd. 
\ 3. That ſuch who appear to have the Eſſential Requiſites 
to Church-Communion, we ſhall willingly receive them in the 
Lord, not troubling them with Diſputes about leſſer matters. 


Practiſe, according to them. 
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| o them, not only ſubjection i 
we Lord, but ſupport, according to our ſtation and abilities. 
3. That if at any time it ſhall be their pleaſunt to call to- 
gether any Number of us, or require any accoun of our Af- 
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| A to what appertains to ſoundneſs of Judgment in mats" 
5 knowledge the Scriptures to be the word of God, the per- 


Doctrinal part of thoſe, commonly called the Articles of tbe 


Confeſſion agreed on at the Savoy, to be agreeable to the ſaid 


Chriſtian Religion, or of vicious converſation, we ſhall in ou. 
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| As we. Aſſent to the fore mintioned Heads of Agreement * 
1 | ky we Onanimouſly Reſolys 4s the Lord ſhall enable us, to. WH 


. 


